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FINAL COMMUNIQUE OF
THE SIXTH UNITED STATES-JAPAN CONFERENCE ON
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL INTERCHANGE

New York, June 24, 1972

I. The Sixth United States~Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational In-
terchange was held in Washington, D. C. and New York City from June 21st to.Jupe
24th, 1972, Delegates Tepresenting the government, the scholarly communi-
ties the mass media worlds, and the business and political affairs
communities of the two countries met to review the state of cultural and
educational interchange over the past two years and discussed ways to
expand interchange in the future. - _ ——

In its plenary sessions, the Conference concentrated on the critical need
to develop a much firmer and broader basis of understanding between the
United States and Japan. The problems of communication between Japan and

" the United States stem from the fundamentally different historical and
cultural heritage of the two nations. These differences need to be
acknowledged and respected, "for each culture has its own value. The over-
riding importance of close United States-Japan relations, however, requires
much greater efforts to bridge the culture and communications gaps. The
present wide variety of exchanges is helpful but not adequate to meet the

overwhelming need for better appreciation of each other's patterns of
thought and action.

Consequently, the Conference greeted with special enthusiasm several new
initiatives which were reported by the two delegatioms.

l. The Japanese side announced the formation of the "Japan Foundation",
a new Japanese program for the financing of cultural exchanges with
other nations. The Japanese side noted the long-standing American
efforts in this field under the provisions of the Fulbright-Hays Act
and other programs and expressed pleasure that, with their new
instrumentality, the Japan Foundation, they would be able to expand
exchanges in a spirit of equal partnership between the two nations.
The Foundation is due to become operational October 1, 1972 with an
initial endowment of 10 billion yen ($32 million), which it is hoped
will grow to 100 billion yen ($320 million) through government and
private support. The Japanese side also reported the establishment
by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science of a new program of
53 million yen ($175, 000 dollars) for fellowships for Japanese scholars
to study in the United States. This is also expected to grow. 1In
addition, it reported that the Central Council for Education, supreme
advisory body to the Minister of Education, had recently been asked to
submit within two years its recommendations as to the basic principles
and measures for further improvement in the fields of education, science
and culture in Japan, airing at more effective international ex~hange,
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The American side welcomed these far sighted new initiatives and
expressed their belief that these fnitiatives would make a major con~
tribution to_mutual understanding.

2. The American side reported that U. S. Government funds for cultural
exchange with Japan have been increasing during the past two years.
American Government representatives also reported their intention to
take new initiatives to increase the rate of use of the GARIOA. fund
for cultural exchange between the United States and Japan. This was
warnly welcomed by the Japanese side. .

The Conference also met with invited Japanese and American experts in seven
separate sessions and endorsed the recommendations of the specialists: —-.-

A. Tuproving the Level of Tramslation and inte:pretation between
*  Japanese and English.

It is recormended that efforts be continued to identify and clarify
‘specific words, phrase and types of expressions in both English and

Japanese which offer difficulties for interpreters and translators-

and vhich may lead to common misunderstanding. Towards this end, it
was agreed that:

1) "An Interpreters' Handbook for English-Japanese Translation"
prepared by a Japanese sub-committee and a glossary prepared by
the American side should be expanded, revised and published by the
Joint Committee. . :

2) A special Joint Sub-Committee should be appointed: by .the Conference
Co-Chairmen to edit this publication, to collect additional perti-
nent examples and to devise means for distribution to interpreters
and translators. ’

B.’ The Press.

Reprasentatives of the working press of both countries agreed "that

news reporting in the print media of each country has not adequately
informed the home public on the problems of real concern in the other
nation. Recognizing that both nations have a free and highly professional
press, the following ideas were suggested in the hope of impraving

news coverage.

1. Specialists in the language, culture, economy and life style of
the other country be sent as foreign correspondexts.

2. Orientation programs in-culture and society be established by
appropriate institutions in the host countries for newly assigned
or about-to-be-assigned foreign correspondents.

3. Editors be encouraged to visit the other country on familiarization
trips.
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4. More news on cultural, scientific, and economic topics of Japan
be reported in American newspapers. To assist in obtaining this
coverage in Japan the possibility be explored of obtaining specialized
interpretative services.
5. Further opening of the press clubs of Japan to foreign reporters be
" encouraged,

Américan Studies

The conference made the following recommendations designed to further

strengthen and broaden the base for the study of American civilization in
Japan:’ .

1.  More Japanese scholars shﬁhld be encouraged to be trained 1BMAEE£IE;h
studies.

2. Further attention should be given to the introduction of integrated,

multi-disciplinary courses in American Civilization at Japanese uni-
versities.’ '

. 3¢« Team teacﬁing and joint research in American studies between Japanese

and American scholars should be encouraged. :

4. American specialists in Japan and Japanese specialists in the . S.
need to expand their contact with ‘each other and develop cross-cultural
comparative area study teaching and.research.

5. Japanese university libraries in American civilization should be
strengthened, inter-library lending encouraged and the classroom use
of films and video/oral tapes developed.

6. The Conference urged continued attention to the teaching of English

language in Japanese universities either as part of or separate from
American civilization courses. '

7. The conference noted the need for revision of curricula at the under-
graduate level in both countries - with the aim of expanding the study

of various foreign cultures, including the cultures of Japan and the
United States. .

8. The American Studies Associations of both countries are‘encouraged to

pursue these recommendations and to inform the Joint Committee from
time to time of their progress.

- -

Broadcast Media

The'Conference endorsed the importance of expanded cultural broadcast

interchange and agreed on responsibilities and procedures to carry out the
following projects. .

1. A visit of certain American Brdadcasbing executiveq to Japan in Novem-

ber 1972 and a return visit to the United States of Japanese broadcasters
in April 1973. :
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2.: The expansion of Japan — United States aiéter station affiliations
to increase exchanges of programs, people and ideas.

3. Annual binational television festivals alternatively in the United
States and in Japan. ‘

4. The furtherstudy of “magazine of the air" style programs (seg-
mented 30 minute digest of selected items) for a periodic binational
exchange.

5. The establishment of a Secretariat in the Bangumi Center in Japan

and in the Japan Society in New York to maintain liason and assist
in binational broadcast media interchanges.

et e

An increase in the loan of art treasures would greatly enrich the two
people's respect for each other's culture. To this end, the Conference
endorsed the following recommendations of the specialists, .

1. 'All possible effort should be made for preservation during lending
of western and oriental art objects, and standards for preservation
should be clarified through exchange of technical studies, and such
other means as may .h: developed.

2. Expanded training and exchange of personnel should focus on the
development of techniclans who can assure wider availability of
proper care for objects of oriental art.

3. The American side should develop a non-governmental advisory and
coordinating body which can serve as a counterpart for the Japanese
Cultu:al Affairs Agency on the discussion of mutual problems.

Japanese Studies

The Japanese side reported in detail on the plans for the Japan Founda-
tion on October 1, 1972 with a capital fund of ten billion yen ($32
million) to be donated in 1973 and increased further in the future.
This report was received with great enthusiasm by the American side and
considered to be the most significant step taken by Japan in the past
century towards the improvement of United States~Japanese cultural
relations, and a stimulus to the future of CULCON. The American side
was also grateful for the plan to make the operation of the fund as
flexible as possible and to seek advice from various Americans to
assist those responsible for the Foundation. It was hoped that' this
action by the Japanese Government would stimulate new funds being

available from the United States as well as from Japanese private
sources.

In reference to priorities in Japanese studies, emphasis was given to
the need for expansion of undergraduate courses on Japan for non-
specialists, assistance to Japanese libraries and for the publication

-
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of books on Japan, improved language training and training of more
specialists on Japan in the social sciences. It was agreed that a
binational adhoc committee should prepare ‘a list of basic works and
titles for library holdings in institutions in the United States
offering undergraduates course for the non-specialist. Studies also
should be made of the conteat, outlines, bibliographies and method of
teaching of current undergraduate courses on Japan to improve their
effectiveness. The value of the work of the Interuniversity Center
for Japanese Language Studies in Tokyo was recognized together with
the need for its continuation. Finally, it was agreed that Japanese
studies in the future should be considered in broader terms such as thely
jntegration into the main stream of comparative studies.

Student Counseling

The panel believed that a more effective and expanded program of student
exchange will contribute significantly to an improvement of cultural
avarenass and understanding. To serve this objective, the following
specific recommendations were endorseds:

1. That the Fulbright Commission, recognized as the most accurate

and reliable source of counseling data now existing in Japan, be
strengthened by:

a., The Japanese side moving at the earliest possible date to
provide a current and accurate "institutional profile" for
each of its colleges and universities, including such data
as size, course offerings, admission requirements, costs, and
institutional history.

b. The United States side moving similarily to seek to provide
this data for colleges and universities in the United States.

2. That expanded efforts be made by the Japanese side to inform the
appropriate constituencies of the counseling services provided by

the Fulbright Commission and other reputable student counseling
services.

3. That a program be initiated by the appropriate agencies and
institutions to improve the understanding of traasferability
of collegiate credit earned in the two countries.

4. That a standesrdized testing program be created to determine the
level of proficiency in the Japanese language on the part of
students from the United States electing to study in Japan.

5. That a vigorous program be launched to expand the concept -
of "Junior Yazar Abroad" for undergraduate students from the
two countries on a mutual exchange basis, with particular
attention to selection, counseling, accommodations, and
follow-up. The emphasis on any such program should be on

thedqualitative aspects, with arrangements for transfer of
credit. '

6. That the above recommendations be carried out in so far as
possible by cooperative efforts on both sides.
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III. In conclusion, the Conference noted that:

A.

B.

C.

CULCON VI marked the tenth anniversary of the Conference's work, and it
was agreed that a benchmark publication for wider public distribution
should be developed from an edited combination of the panels' background
reports and other conference materials.

The Conference gave considerable attention to the question of improving
elementary and secondary school education concerning the study of
various foreign cultures. It was recommended that the topic of
elementary and secondary education be considered as an important theme
for CULCON VII to be held in Japan in 1974.

Finally, the Conference expressed itsappreciation for the hospitality
and arrangements of the Department of State in Washington and the Japan
Society in New York 2nd agreed that the Joint Committee should meet .
again in Hawail in 1973, by which time every effort should be made by
those responsible to render progress reports with regard to the above
recommendations.



