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Final Communique of
the Fifth United States-Japan Conference
on Cultursl znd Educstional Interchange

Tokyo, March 23, 1970

I. The Fifth Japan-United States Conference on
Cultural and Educational Interchange was held in Tokyo
from March 18 to 23, 1970. The Conference began with
a comprehensive review of cultural and educational
interchange between the two countries since the First
Conference. It then discussed ways to expand cultural-
and educational interchange and cooperation in the
future, exchanged views on the experiences of both
countries in their cultural and educational programs
with Asian countries and considered problems in the
promotion of mutual understanding between the intellectual
and cultural communities of the two countries.

Recognizing the growing need to expand cultural
and educational interchange to keep up with the rapidly
developing relations between the two countries and
taking into consideration new cultural and educational
~conditions brought by the. rapid changes in society, -
the Conference adopted the following recommendations:

A, Thie followinhg sutbtjects should receive continu-
ing study in meetings of the experts concerned:

Expansion of the educatlonal exchange
programs; .

Means for increasing mutual under-
. standing between the two peoples.

B. The activities of the two countries in the
following fields should be encouraged:

1.  Exchange of journalists, television
producers and other mass media personnel;

2. Exchange of information on international
cultural and educational exchange
activities by business and 1ndustry in
the two countrles,
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43, Exchange of elementary and secondary
school teachers and high school.students
of the two countries;

4. Teaching of the culture and history of

, the other country in the high schools
and colleges of each country;

5. Exchange.of information on:

The gap between the generations;
Youth probiems;
6. Exchange of television programs.

C. The following activities, already being carried
on in the two.countries, need further strengthening:

1. Japanese studies in the United States and
American studies in Japan;

2. Japanese language training for Americans
and English language training for
Japanese;

3. Counseling “or foreign students;
L, More translation into English of

Japanese research in the social sciences .
and humanities;

5. * Joint research in the soc1al sciences
and humanities, -

6. Exchange of library persomnel,. reference
materials and information on library
administration.

D. Common problems of the universities im -the

"two countries should be the subaect of a seminar at an
appropriate time.
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“II. The highlights of the discussions on each topic
of the Conference were as follows:

A, Comprehensive review .of cultural and
educational interchange between the two
countries since the First Conference

The Delegates noted that cultural and educational
interchange has greatly increased through the efforts
made during the past eight years since the First
Conference.

In particular, the progress in Japanese studies in
the United States, American studies in Japan, and the
- cooperation between libraries were rated very highly.
At the same time, it was stressed that future efforts.
are needed to promote language instruction and ex-
changes in the arts. The need for more systematic and
‘active joint research in the relatively neglected
fields of social sciences and humanities was also
emphas.zed and efforts made in this direction were
highly appreciated. : -

The Conference recognized the urgent need to train
and exchange more specialists in the social sciences
and humanities, including Japanese studies and American
studies, in order to achievs better understanding '
between the two countries. :

. In line with the purpose of ‘the Conference,
important subjects should be selected for joint research
and greater understanding should be developed of the
sense of values in each other's country. :

b}

In view of the importance of newspapers and

. television in conveying a correct image of each people
to the other, it was stressed that more frequent ex-
changes of newspaper writers and television producers
are desirable in order to avoid misunderstandings.

The Delegates also pointed out the desirabitity
for continuous exchange of information and views among
those concerned with the improvement and the increase
in both the teaching of Japanese and English as foreign
_ " languages. ' : .

' B.



B. Exchange of experiences.in respective
educational and cultural programs w1th
Asian countries

‘Since the two countries share many similar
"experiences in this area, the Conference recognized
the value of exchanging information and views on their -

experiences in order to improve their respective
programs. ‘

The following points' about foreign students were
emphasized as common problems requiring further study:

———

1. Effective language teachingj

2. The development of specialists familiar
with conditions in the countries from
which the students come;

3. Study of methods for handling and
- teaching foreign students in -a way
adapted to the conditions of the country
from which they come;

4. The provision of knowledge and ~
techniques that can be applied by the
students after their return to their -
home countries.

C. Expansion of the educational exchange program
and related questions

The Conference exchanged views on the nature of
educational exchange and ways to enlarge it in step

with the new developments in close relatlonshlp between
the two countries.

_ Along with the importance of exchanging students

and scholars, the Delegates pointed out the desirability
of making the exchange more effective by including

press, television and other mass media personnel, who

. have great potential for 1mprov1ng understandlng between
~ the two countrles.

The
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The Delegates also pointed out that government
supporoted educational exchange programs should
emphasize fields which are relatively difficult to
support with private funds. In particular, these
- should include American studies in Japan, Japanese
studies in the United States, English language in-
struction for Japanese, Japanese language instruction
for Americans, and the social sciences and humanities.
These programs should emphasize high quality in the
choice of participants.

It was recalled that many Japanese grantees whe--
studied in the United States under the bilateral
government program are now playing important and
active roles in Japan while American grantees who
studied in Japan under the said program have become
the driving force for promoting Japanese studies in
the United States. These facts demonstrate the signi-
ficant role played by this program, and it was noted
that the program deserves much credit for its achieve-
ments. .

D. Provlems in achieving am increased under—
stadning between the intellectual and
cultural communities of the ftwo countries

‘ The Conference analyzed in depth the factors
impeding mutual understanding between the intellectual
and cultural communities of the two countries, and the
. steps which may be taken to moderate these factors and
increase mutual understanding.

Noting that obstacles to mutual understanding of.
the two peoples are not limited to differences in
language and tradition and that these obstacles are
often related to political and economic questions
between the two countries, the Delegates pointed to
the importance of promoting a broad exchange between
-the two intellectual and cultural communities in~ the
solution of the various problems shared by Japan and
the United States.

The Delegates also noted that rapid changes taking
place in the societies of the two countries and divisions
within these societies are reldted problem areas.
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IITI. The Conference recommended that the secretariat
of the two panels of the Joint Japan-United States
Committee on Cultural and Educational Cooperation,
established in accordance with the Final Communique of
the Fourth Conference, should be strengthened.

The tlmlng of the next Conference to be held in -
Washington, D.C. in 1972, will be considered at the
meeting of the Joint Commlttee to be held in Hawaii
in 1971.

— e



