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CULCON XXVII 

June 17, 2016 
Kaitokaku 

4-25-33, Takanawa, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0074 

JAPAN CULCON PANELISTS:15 

Chair: 

 Hon. Amb. Ryozo Kato, Former Ambassador to the United States of America 
Vice Chair: 

 Dr. Fumiaki Kubo, Professor, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, University of Tokyo,      
President,  Japanese Association for American Studies 

Panelists: 

 Mr. Akio Mimura, Chairman, the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Senior 

Advisor/Honorary Chairman, Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corporation  

 Mr. Isao Kiso, President, Chiba Institute of Science  

 Mr. Naoyuki Agawa, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Doshisha University  

 Mr. Junichi Chano, Executive Director, The Center for Global Partnership, Youth Exchange Bureau, 

The Japan Foundation 

 Dr. Masako Egawa, Professor, Graduate School of Commerce and Management, Hitotsubashi 

University 

 Mr. Akio Okawara, President/CEO, Japan Center for International Exchange 

 TBD 

Ex-Officio Members: 

 Mr. Takeo Mori, Director-General, North American Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs(MOFA) 

 Mr. Makita Shimokawa, Director-General for Cultural Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs(MOFA) 

 Dr. Yoshio Yamawaki, Director-General for International Affairs, Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) 

Advisors: 

 Mr. Yutaka Aso, President & CEO, Aso Corporation and Aso Cement Co., Ltd. 

 Mr. Minoru Makihara, Senior Corporate Advisor and Former Chairman, Mitsubishi Corporation, 
Former Vice Chairman Japan Business Federation  

 Dr. Teiichi Sato, Former Vice Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(MEXT), Former Ambassador to United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) 
 

Japanese Government: 

<Ministry of Foreign Affairs> 9 
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 Mr. Daisuke Okabe, Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, Minister’s 
Secretariat, MOFA 

 Mr. Hideki Yamaji, Senior Coordinator, First North America Division, North American Affairs 
Bureau, MOFA 

 Ms. Mika Takayama, Senior Deputy Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations 
Division, Minister’s Secretariat, MOFA 

 Mr. Atsushi Yamaguchi, Deputy Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, 
Minister’s Secretariat, MOFA 

 Ms. Chieko Ito, Deputy Director, First North America Division, North American Affairs Bureau, 
MOFA 

 Ms. Natsuko Hayashi, Deputy Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, 
Minister’s Secretariat, MOFA 

 Dr. Yoshiko Okamoto, Deputy Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, 
Minister`s Secretariat, MOFA 

 Ms. Yumi Ukawa, Official, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, Minister’s 
Secretariat, MOFA 

 Ms. Misako Ito, Former President of Cultural Center in Washington,  
 

<Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology> 7 

 Mr. Hideaki Matsugi, Director, Office for International Cooperation Planning, International Affairs 
Division, Minister’s Secretariat, MEXT 

 Ms. Mariko Ono, Personal Exchange International Affairs Division, Minister`s Secretariat 

  TBD 

  TBD 

  TBD 

  TBD 

  TBD 
 
<Agency for Cultural Affairs>4 

 Mr. Shigeta Oeda, Director, Office for International Cultural Exchange, International Affairs 
Division, Commissioner's Secretariat 

 Mr. Rio Higuchi, Deputy Director, Fine Arts Division, Cultural Properties Department 

 Mr. Yasuta Hayashi, Deputy Director, Office for International Cultural Exchange, International 
Affairs Division, Commissioner's Secretariat 

 Mr. Hiroshi Korenaga, Unit Chief, Office for International Cultural Exchange, International Affairs 
Division, Commissioner's Secretariat  
 

Observers : 16 

 Mr. Shinnosuke Arita, Chief Secretary to the Chairman, The Japan Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry  

 Mr. Hidekazu Oshita, Project General Manager, International Division, The Japan Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry  

 Mr. Takayuki Konno, Manager International Division, The Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry  

 Mr. Yoshiaki Harada, Assistant Manager, International Division, The Japan Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry  

 Mr. Satohiro Akimoto, Advisor to the Chair  

 Ms. Kazuko Sakamoto, Executive Secretarial Office, Mitsubishi Corporation  

 Mr. Yuji Kurihara, Secretary-General, National Institutes for Cultural Heritage /  Director of 
Administration, Tokyo National Museum  

 Dr. Yukiko Shirahara, Curator, Special Assignment, Nezu Museum 

 Ms. Misako Ito, Former President, Japan Information and Culture Center (JCII), Embassy of Japan 
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 Mr. Hiroyasu Ando, President, Japan Foundation 

 Mr. Yu Kameoka, Councillor to the President, Japan Foundation 

 Mrs. Yoshiko Kijima, Managing Director, General Affairs Department, Japan Foundation 

 Mr. Tadashi Ogawa, Managing Director, Planning Department, Japan Foundation 

 Mr. Masayuki Suzuki, Managing Director, Japanese-Language Department, Japan Foudation 

 Mr. Masanobu Ito, Managing Director, Arts and Culture Department, Japan Foundation 

 Mr. Kenichi Yanagisawa, Managing Director, Japanese Studies and Intellectual Exchange 
Department., Japan Foundation 
 

Staff:10 

 Mr. Norio Okaido, Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Secretariat 

 Mrs. Yuko Susa, Director, Center for Global Partnership, Japan Foundation  

 Mr. Makoto Onishi, Japanese-Language Department, Japan Foundation 

 Mrs. Yuko Shimizu, Center for Global Partnership, Japan Foundation 

 Mr. Yosuke Sato, Center for Global Partnership, Japan Foundation 

 Mr. Moto Ono, Center for Global Partnership, Japan Foundation 

 Mrs. Fumiko Unami, Center for Global Partnership, Japan Foundation 

 Ms. Haruko Yuda, Center for Global Partnership, Japan Foundation 

 Ms. Jinko Suganami, Center for Global Partnership, Japan Foundation  

 Ms. Nanako Munakata, Assistant Secretary, Japan CULCON Secretariat 
 


