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Japan–U.S. Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON) 

CULCON 31 

Participants 
 

 
U.S. Panelists (7)                                                                                                                    

Chair: 
 Charles D. Lake II   Chairman and Representative Director, Aflac Life Insurance Japan 

President, Aflac International 

Vice Chair: 
 William (Bill) Tsutsui  Chancellor and Professor of History, Ottawa University 
 
Members: 
 Trevor A. Dawes   Vice Provost for Libraries and Museums and May Morris University  

Librarian, University of Delaware 

 M. Diana Helweg Newton  Director, Tower Scholars Program and Senior Fellow, John Goodwin  
Tower Center for Political Studies, Southern Methodist University 

 Cynthia Teniente-Matson  President, San José State University 

 Jolyon Baraka Thomas  Associate Professor of Religious Studies, University of Pennsylvania 
 
Ex Officio Government Members: 
 Mary Kirk    Director, Office of Academic Exchange Programs, Bureau of  

Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State (representing 
Darren Beattie, Senior Bureau Official, Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State) 
 

(Planned Absences): 
 Michael G. DeSombre  Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department  

of State 

 Chris McCaghren   Assistant Secretary for Post-Secondary Education, U.S. Department  
of Education 

 Samuel Morse   Howard and Martha Mitchell Professor of the History of Art and 
   Asian Languages and Civilizations, Amherst College 

 
Japanese Panelists (11) 

Chair: 
 SASAE Kenichiro    President, Japan Institute of International Affairs 
 
Vice Chair: 
 KUBO Fumiaki    President, National Defense Academy of Japan 
 
Members: 
 AKITA Hiroyuki    Commentator, Nikkei Inc. 
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 KOBAYASHI Izumi   Member of the Board of Directors, OMRON Corporation 
Independent Director, Fujitsu Limited 

 SATO Yuri   Advisor (Japanese Studies, Global Partnerships, Branding and  
Communication), The Japan Foundation 

 SHIMATANI Hiroyuki  Executive Director, The Museum of the Imperial Collections,   
Sannomaru Shozokan  
President, National Institutes for Cultural Heritage 

 SUGIURA Yasuyuki  Managing Director, Toyo Bunko (The Oriental Library) 

 TAKAHASHI Yuko  President, Tsuda University 
 
Ex Officio Government Members: 
 KIYA Masahiko   Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 (Representing KUMAGAI Naoki, Assistant Minister (Ambassador), 
Director-General, North American Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MOFA))  

 OKANO Yukiko   Assistant Minister, Director-General for Cultural Affairs, MOFA 
 

 HIRAYAMA Naoko  Director, International Affairs Division, Minister’s Secretariat,   
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology 
(MEXT) (Representing KITAYAMA Koji, Assistant Minister, Director-
General for International Affairs, MEXT)  

 
(Planned Absences): 
 KATO Ryozo   Former Ambassador of Japan to the United States 

 KITAYAMA Koji   Assistant Minister, Director-General for International Affairs, MEXT 

 KUMAGAI Naoki   Assistant Minister (Ambassador), Director-General, North American  
Affairs Bureau, MOFA 

 TSUCHIYA Motohiro  Vice-President for Global Engagement and Information Technology;  
Professor in Graduate School of Media and Governance, Keio 
University 

 
U.S. Government Officials (3) 

 Andrew Ou                Consul-General, U.S. Consulate-General in Okinawa 

 A. Sunshine Ison   Culture Attaché, Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy in Japan 

 Tim Marshall    Senior Program Advisor, East Asia and Pacific Programs Division, 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State 

 
Japanese Government Officials (5) 

 GONDA Ai    Director, Cultural Exchange and Overseas Public Relations Division,  
Minister’s Secretariat, MOFA 

 MIURA Ryohei   Officer, International Affairs Division, Minister’s Secretariat, MEXT 
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 MIYATAKE Miho   Deputy Director, Cultural Exchange and Overseas Public Relations  
Division, Minister’s Secretariat, MOFA 

 NAKAMURA Kirara  Assistant Director, Okinawa Liaison Office, MOFA 

 Helen Von Gohren   Japan-U.S. Diplomatic Exchange Program Baker-Kato Fellow, MOFA 
 
Observers (4) 

 Andrew J. Conrad   Senior Executive Officer, Aflac Life Insurance Japan Ltd. 
Senior Vice President, Aflac International 

 HARA Hideki   Managing Director, Global Partnerships Department, Japan Foundation 

 Seiko Lake    Spouse of the U.S. CULCON Chair 

 NISHIZAWA Michiaki  Planning and Development Team, Global Partnerships Department,  
Japan Foundation 

U.S. Secretariat (3) 

 Paige Cottingham-Streater  Secretary-General, U.S. CULCON Secretariat 
Executive Director, Japan–U.S. Friendship Commission 

 Caitlin Adkins   Assistant Secretary-General, U.S. CULCON Secretariat, Japan–U.S.  
Friendship Commission 

 Niharika Joe   Deputy Executive Director, Japan–U.S. Friendship Commission 
 
Japanese Secretariat (5) 

 SUGITA Akiko   Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Secretariat 

 MUNAKATA Nanako  Assistant Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Secretariat 

 KANEKO Chihiro   Staff, Japan CULCON Secretariat 

 HASEGAWA Nobuko  Staff, Japan CULCON Secretariat 

 Stephen Money   Mansfield Fellow, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S.  
Department of State 

 
Student Staff (4) 

 NAKADA Aoi   Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of the Ryukyus 

 KINJO Hiyo   Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, University of the Ryukyus 

 MIYAHARA Satsuki  Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, University of the Ryukyus 

 NAKANDAKARI Kento  Faculty of Education, University of the Ryukyus 


