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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 3, 2026

Dear CULCON Participants,

I send my warmest greetings to all those gathered for the 31st plenary session of the U.S.—Japan
Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON) in Okinawa, Japan.

The United States and Japan share an enduring partnership built on freedom, respect, and shared
democratic values. For more than six decades, CULCON has played an important role in
strengthening that bond by promoting educational opportunity, strengthening cultural
understanding, and fostering personal connections between our two nations. Through this work,
Americans and Japanese alike have been able to learn from one another, build trust, and form
lasting relationships that reinforce the strength of the U.S.—Japan alliance.

As we celebrate 250 years of glorious American independence, we are reminded that America’s
strength has long been reinforced by our trusted allies. Japan’s generous gift of 250 cherry trees
in honor of this milestone reflects the depth of our friendship and the shared commitment that
unites our two nations.

As President of the United States, I was proud to recently sign historic agreements with Japan
that strengthened our economies and advanced shared interests. I look forward to continuing our
work together to build a future defined by mutual prosperity and success.

Melania joins me in sending our very best wishes for a productive, inspiring, and truly
memorable meeting. Keep up the great work!

DONALD J. TRUMP
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



RTA YNGR/ TV bV
2026 2 H 3 H
HXALBE RS TEHR (ray) SE0¥ s %

HHIcELW TSN HRULEERMEE (hrvay) FE31EIHRERESHKICE
EFho¥XFic, HATITHWIOHL FIFEd,

KEEHARIZ, Bl BEH, 2 LTREFERL WY lEoffifE#EIic ko<, fE5 &k
W=t F =2y TTHIINTWE T, 60FLLEIChZY ., A a v ZEERAEDE]
. UL BB O, 2 L CHEROZRIERZE L T, ZOME2moTE X
L7ze SHLEHZEL T, MERITAVICHEY, BHEZED., HRARZXZ 2
KBHI B 2 S NCTE E L7,

KEGEE 250 E L W Bir LWETHZ I Z 21CH 720, KEORXIIEHET 2 H%
EICEZONTELZDELW)I I LEZRDTEELTVET, 20T NEHEEIC
HAD L5 N7z 250 RO DR E W TRV YL, A7 bORIGOERT &, i
E %O 2 HBEOREARMT 2D DTT,

KEAFEE LT, FATeH. mEORF 2l LIEofiE2eEsT 2, HARE D
RS A EEICEBL L2 2E0ICB T, HAEDOER L KIhCHD 2Rk %5
{720, TN b T ZEeZELAICLTHET,

FTAZ=T e, B0L L, FEC, BICREBICERISEE RV ETIO.0LD
BHOWLET, TNrLLHEREDS LWEE 2Rt T 723w |



Message from Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae
On the Occasion of the 315t Plenary Session of the Japan-U.S. Conference on Cultural and
Educational Interchange (CULCON)

| would like to extend my sincere congratulations on the occasion of the 315t Plenary
Session of the Japan-U.S. Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange, which is being
held today in Okinawa.

Bound together by our robust partnership, the Japan-U.S. Alliance is both the foundation
of peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region and the core element of Japan’s foreign policy.
As the United States celebrates the 250" anniversary of its founding, President Trump and | have
agreed that we should make this year one that marks a new chapter in the history of the Japan-
U.S. Alliance. We will further deepen our broad-ranging cooperation, and we will not limit
ourselves to strengthening our efforts on economic and security issues. We will also promote
meaningful cultural and educational exchanges and advance mutual understanding between our
respective countries.

Culture and education together form the bedrock that supports relationships between
nations. Because we respect one another’s cultures and have learned about each other’s history
and traditions, Japan and the United States share deep, heartfelt connections that make us more
than just allies. For more than 60 years, CULCON has operated as a venue for the candid
exchange of opinions between experts from the public, private, and academic sectors. It has
resulted in numerous valuable proposals on cultural, educational, and intellectual exchanges
between Japan and the United States.

Holding this CULCON Plenary Session in Okinawa, which takes pride in its distinctive, rich
culture and long history, and plays an indispensable role in the bilateral relationship, makes this
event even more symbolic of the further strengthening of the bonds between our two countries. |
expect today’s meetings to include lively discussions on the important role played by subnational
diplomacy and regional exchanges in the Japan-U.S. partnership as well as the measures needed
to improve information access in the digital age. Through your discussions today, Japan and the
United States will together seek out a framework for exchange that suits this new chapter. |
sincerely hope that your deliberations will lay the foundation for an even stronger relationship that
looks to the future.

With CULCON continuing to fulfill its critical role, | am confident that the cultural and
educational exchanges between our two countries will reach even greater heights. | send you my
heartfelt wishes for a productive conference and success in your future endeavors.

February 19, 2026
Prime Minister of Japan, TAKAICHI Sanae
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