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Regional Summit of U.S.-Japan Related Organizations: 
New Orleans 

 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
Last Name First Name Organization Job Title 
Adkins Caitlin U.S. CULCON Assistant Secretary-General 
Barnes Daphine Greater New Orleans, Inc.  Executive Director of Workforce 
Boots Amy The Japan-America Society of 

Pennsylvania 
Executive Director 

Calcagno Michi The Japan America Society of 
North Carolina 

Executive Director 

Carpenter David  The Japan/America Society of 
Kentucky  

President/CEO 

Causey Mike Hunt, Guillot & Associates, LLC 
(HGA) 

Vice President of Corporate 
Strategic Development 

Cheatham Tedra Louisiana Economic 
Development (LED) 

Executive Director, LED 
FastStart 

Cottingham-
Streater 

Paige U.S. CULCON; Japan-U.S. 
Friendship Commission 

Secretary-General; Executive 
Director 

Crabtree Harrison World Trade Center New 
Orleans 

Executive Director 

Dinkler Ayame Crane Strategies, LLC Principal / Owner 
Fraiche Donna Consulate-General of Japan; 

Fraiche Strategies, LLC 
Honorary Consul-General of 
Japan in New Orleans; Founder 
and President 

Jackson John Henry International Trade 
Administration, U.S. 
Commercial Service 

Director, Louisiana 

Kaneko Reyna Japan-America Society of 
Hawaii 

President 

Kondo Aina Japan Society of New Orleans Japanese Teacher 
Lane John Zen-Noh Global Holdings Vice President 
Locascio Claudine Japan America Society of 

Colorado 
Executive Director  

Meyer Chip Japan America Society of St. 
Louis 

Executive Director 

Obata Ko Consulate-General of Japan in 
Nashville 

Consul 

Perez Samantha Southeastern Louisiana 
University 

Associate Professor of History, 
Department of History and 
Political Science 

Raiford Richard National Association of Japan-
America Societies (NAJAS) 

Vice-Chairman of the Board 
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Robichaux Jay UBE C1 Chemicals America, 
Inc. 

Sr. Communications and 
Government Affairs Manager 

Smith Matthew Japan Society of New Orleans; 
Tulane University 

Board Member; Instructor, 
Department of English 

Stranova Charlotte International Trade 
Administration 

Senior International Trade 
Specialist 

Takasu Hiroyuki Zen-Noh America Food Trading  President  
Torres Jennifer Japan Society of New Orleans Vice President 
Turner Mike Japan Society of New Orleans President 
Uchihashi Shigeki JERA Americas Inc. Vice President of Strategy & 

Corporate Venturing 
Watanabe Shinji Consulate-General of Japan in 

Nashville 
Consul-General 

Williams Duane Japan Society of New Orleans Treasurer 
Wylegala Andrew National Association of Japan-

America Societies (NAJAS) 
President 

Yura Tom UBE C1 Chemicals America, 
Inc. 

President & CEO 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This CULCON program is made possible by the generous support of the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Education and 
Cultural Affairs (ECA) 


